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Dear Friends of the Houston Zoo,

Hey, Guys and Gals! Cock your hats, slip on your pearls and pour yourselves a martini with Zoo Friends 

of Houston, Inc. at Zoo Ball 2012: Viva! Zoo Vegas! We hope you can join us on Friday, April 20, 2012, for 

this magical soiree reminiscent of Sinatra’s Old Las Vegas with big band music, elegant fare and a special 

appearance by the “Chairman of the Board” in the naturally wild setting of the Houston Zoo.

As one of the top ten most visited zoos in the country, the Houston Zoo welcomes over 1.9 million 

guests annually. To promote conservation and learning, the Zoo hosts educational programs for more than 

50,000 children and field trips for over 125,000 school children annually. Committed to dynamic learning 

in a natural environment, the Zoo has made many recent expansions and enhancements, including Phase 

One of the long-awaited African Forest. The African Forest incorporates many interactive learning sites 

into its habitats such as exhibit webcams and HD cameras for distance learning programs. This year, the 

Zoo completed significant renovations to the jaguar and cougar exhibits, improving the guest experience. 

This fall, additions to the McNair Asian Elephant Habitat were completed, including a new elephant 

yard and 80,000 gallon swimming pool. Your contribution to Zoo Ball will enable the Zoo to continue 

teaching visitors to appreciate the world’s diverse ecosystems and wildlife through similar expansions, 

enhancements, and learning tools. 

We are especially pleased to recognize Barbara and Jonathan Day as Honorary Chairmen for Zoo Ball 

2012. Jonathan, with Barbara’s support, has been instrumental in the Zoo’s success from his assistance 

working with the city in its privatizing to his Chairmanship of the Board and the African Forest campaign. 

Please join us in acknowledging their tremendous efforts. 

For Zoo Ball 2012, we are thrilled to announce special naming opportunities for underwriters at the 

$10,000 level and above. Please see the enclosed page for a listing of these exciting benefits. If you have 

any questions, please contact Ginger Moon at gmoon@houstonzoo.org or 713-533-6896 or visit our 

website at www.houstonzoo.org/zoofriends.

We look forward to seeing you at Zoo Ball 2012: Viva! Zoo Vegas! Come fly with us and ensure that the 

Houston Zoo remains a place of joy and discovery. 
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